
 In January, the school will being doing a community service project called 

“Leukemia and Lymphoma Society, School and Youth.” Each class will get a 

box for a donation.    

      Sports pictures will also be taken for the school yearbook. 

From the Office of the Principal  
Information Gathered by Joshua Henry 
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January Dates to 

Remember  

1 
Solemnity of Mary 

New Yearõs Day 

4 Students Return To School 

7 Crazy Sock Day  

8 
Professional Learning Day 

1 PM Dismissal 
Change of Pace 

11  
òPennies for Patientsó 
Drive Begins 

13 
HSA/Duck Race Meeting  

6:30 PM  

14 Show Your Spirit Day  

15  Change of Pace 

18 
Martin Luther King, Jr Day 

No School  

22 
Basketball Pictures 

Change of Pace 

25 Teacher Appreciation Day  

27 Student Appreciation Day 

28 Buddy Class Day 

29 
Change of Pace 

òPennies for Patientsó Ends 

Teacher & Faculty Spotlight 
 By Shelby Lanese  

Donna Doherty, Principal 

May Christõs Light Shine in Your Hearts 

"Great thoughts speak 

only to the thoughtful 

mind, but great actions 

speak to all mankind. " 

                             

Theodore Roosevelt 
Quote found by Lucas Stockmal 

Mrs. Loman  - 4th Grade Teacher 

Favorite Color : blue 

Favorite Food : lasagna 

Kind of toothpaste   

she uses: Crest Cool Mint   

What she does in her 

spare time: word searches and cross-

word puzzles; also likes to go to the 

Danbury Fair mall 

How long she has been teaching: 

This is her 19th year 

Pets:  doesn’t have any but likes to 

watch the birds in her yard 

Mrs. Jurkowski  - 8th Grade Teacher 

Favorite Color : blue 

Favorite Foods:  choco-

late and pizza but not to-

gether 

What she does in her 

spare time: “I don’t have 

much but I love to read and 

do Sodoku.” 

Do you know Spanish? “Yes, I had it in 

8th grade and then for 4 years in High 

school. I only wish I could speak it flu-

ently.” 

Her Family . Mrs. J. has been married for 

over 29 years. She met her husband when 

she was 17 and married him a year after 

college.  She has 3 children: Meg, Tim and 

Michael who all graduated from this 

school.  Meg is a Physical Therapist at Grif-

fin; Tim and Mike are in college studying 

engineering. 

Pets: Two dogs, one very old black lab 

named Jenny and a chocolate lab puppy 

named Lexie and three turtles. 

How long she has been teaching:  She 

was an aide in Pre-k and some of us eighth 

graders had her then.  Then she taught 

first grade and some of us had her again.  

Now, many of us have had her again as 

our 6th and 7th grade Science teacher and 

now again as our 8th grade teacher. 

Valley Toys 

for Tots  were 

being collected 

at our school.  

All together we 

collected 300 

toys and met 

our  goa l ! !  

Thanks to the generosity of our students 

and faculty, we were able help other chil-

dren to have a very Merry Christmas!!  

Thank you to all who participated!! 

Valley Toys for Tots  

14 Seymour Avenue  

Derby, CT 06418 

Phone: (203) 735-6471 

Fax: (203) 732-9009 

www.stmarysderbyct.org 

Catholic Schools 

Month  



     We will be learning about 

solid shapes and about families 

how alike and different they each 

are, and we will be starting to 

write poem journals. 

In January, the second graders will 

be reading Charlie and the Chocolate 

Factory and they are going to be prac-

ticing for First Reconciliation. In sci-

ence, they are learning about the food 

pyramid, digestion, and healthy foods. 

Out of science, math, and spelling, 

math is their favorite subject. They are 

reading The Miraculous Journey of Ed-

ward Tulane. The second graders fin-

ished watching the movie Charlotte’s 

Web. Then they compared and con-

trasted the movie with the book.  

Whatõs Happening in Kindergarten? 

Teacher: Mrs. Kelly 
Whatõs Happening in 2nd Grade? 

Teacher: Mrs. Warren 
Whatõs Happening in 1st Grade?  

Teacher: Mrs. Ryder 

We are learning about 

communities, family, school, 

parish, neighborhood, city, as 

well as, animal communities. 

We are studying Baptism which 

makes us members of the 

Catholic Church. Probability 

and fractions are being intro-

duced, and math facts are 

drilled daily. 

 We will be studying the 

life of Martin Luther King and 

learn about equality of all 

God’s children. 
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 During January, the third 

grade will learn the multiplication 

and division facts. They will be 

reading a non-fiction novel about 

whales. Mrs. Glenn will read Moby 

Dick by Herman Melville to the 

class.   

Whatõs Happening in 3rd Grade? 
Teacher: Mrs. Glenn 

 The fifth graders are going to be very 

busy this January. They will be starting 

a new chapter in English and math, and 

they will be reading a new story. In ad-

dition to all of this, they will possibly be 

reading How to Eat Fried Worms. After 

the much-needed vacation, the fifth 

graders will be ready to learn and strive 

to do new things.  

Whatõs Happening in 5th Grade? 
Teacher: Mrs. Anton 

Whatõs Happening in 4th Grade?  
Teacher: Mrs. Loman 

As we approached Christmas, the fourth graders were looking forward to their Christmas parties and the 

long-awaited vacation. After they return to school in January, they will be studying about the Holy Spirit in 

Religion and advanced multiplication and division in math. Their two major projects this year are a Biography 

Book Report, where they will make a puppet dressed as the person they read about. The fourth graders have 

begun studying the history of Connecticut, so they will be making their own folders packed with activities re-

lated to our home state. As always, the fourth grade will be completing their bi-monthly writing prompts 

where they can use the skills acquired in the fourth grade’s Language Arts classes. The fourth graders wish 

everyone a very happy New Year -2010. 

During this very busy season, our sixth and seventh graders are hustling to get work done before 

Christmas. They are still working on their state reports, and those projects will be worked on through Janu-

ary. They tried a project in Science on permeable membranes, but it failed because they didn’t get back in 

time, so they will try again in January. For Advent, these grades have been working on projects to reflect on 

how they can open their hearts to Jesus on Christmas. For the New Year, Sixth and Seventh graders are hop-

ing for a joyous year of 2010. They are all praying for their family and friends that they have a happy and 

healthy New Year!! 

Whatõs Happening in 6th & 7th Grade?                Teacher: Mrs. DeCrisanti 



Thanksgiving Program 
By Christian Bauer  
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The sixth, seventh and eighth grades enjoyed their NYC trip to Radio City 

Music Hall and Madame Tussaud’s Wax Museum despite the fact that they 

would have had a snow day.  The traffic was bad, the bus started out late due 

to an ill bus driver who had to be replaced, and we missed the beginning of the 

matinee so Rosemarie from EZ Travel got us into the 5pm show instead.  We 

are very grateful to her for her extra efforts!  

The first, sixth, seventh, and eighth grades had their Candlelight Pageant 

on December 21st at St. Mary’s Church 

and many parents attended making it even 

more special. 

Christmas parties were held in all classes after the Pageant. The eighth 

graders had an international Christmas party with foods from many 

different countries. It was a great afternoon. 

 Some of the high school acceptance letters have come already. 

Kaysa Biga, Courtney Clark and Rachel Korolyshun have been accepted 

at Lauralton and Keenan Pilon has been accepted at Notre Dame, West 

Haven. Emily Parratt, Courtney Clark, Courtney Sherman, Megan Thorn-

berg, Kaysa Biga, Rachel Korolyshun, Tori Kowarik, Jaclyn Wainwright, 

Shelby Lanese, Victoria Burel and Sotheary Nylen have all been ac-

cepted into St. Joseph High School.  Tori Kowarik, Sotheary Nylen, Ja-

clyn Wainwright, Melissa Fico and Kaysa Biga have been accepted into 

Notre Dame Fairfield.  Sotheary Nylen has also been accepted into the 

Sound School.  Students are still waiting to hear from Emmett O’Brien, 

Sacred Heart Academy, Fairfield Prep and Holy Cross. 

 Eighth graders have been learning some Chemistry in Science and 

have found that atoms, elements and the periodic table aren’t so hard 

after all.  They are enjoying some short stories in Literature such as The 

Three Wise Guys and will be reading a condensed version of The Diary of 

Anne Frank soon. They are also writing a lot of essays, poems, and 

analyses of characters and stories as well as writing articles for this 

newsletter. In geography, they have been learning all about Russia and 

the breakup of the Soviet Union.  In history, they are learning how 

tough the slaves had it after the Civil War, despite being set free. All in 

all, the eighth graders are very busy. They have made the New Year’s resolution to work harder than they 

did during December because those dreaded report cards will be coming out. They are looking forward to 

the new year as it brings them that much closer to graduation.  They wish all a Happy 2010!! 

Saints-in -the-Hallways  
By Tori Kowarik and Jaclyn Wainwright  

What is your New Year Resolu-

tion?  

ñI want to study 
harder.ò  

 

Isabella Tufaro
(3rd Grade) 

 ñI want to be nicer 
to my brotherò  

 

Jacob Proctor 

(7th Grade) 

 ñI want to be 
nicer to my 
brother.ò  

 

Christopher 
Hughes 

(2nd Grade)  

ñI want to be 
nicer to every-

one.ò  
 

Thomas Komar 

(5th Grade)  

Whatõs Happening in 8th Grade? 
Teacher: Mrs. Jurkowski 

At the end of November, our first Student Council meet-
ing was held. The meeting was very successful and all of the 
class representatives took part with sharing ideas. Some ideas 
brought up were having a “go green” day at our school, having a 

pink change of pace for breast cancer, having school dances at 
our school, and many more. For the majority, most of the ideas 
were approved by the officers and the teachers. Hopefully, we 
can bring all these ideas into action, and our next meeting will 
be just as successful as this one! 

Student Council Update  

Campbell Soup UPC labels and box tops 
are still being collected. These help us 
to obtain various supplies for our 
school. Please send Box Tops to Arleen 

Biga c/o Kaysa Biga Grade 8. Camp-
bell’s Soup UPC Labels are being sent to 
Christine Clark c/o Courtney Clark 
Grade 8. Thank you.  

Campbellõs & Box Tops  

Sports Update 

All of our basketball 

teams are working 

hard. As of Decem-

ber 23rd, The Var-

sity Boyõs are 3-1. 

The Girlõs Varsity 

are 3-0. The Boyõs 

and Girlõs Junior 

Varsity are both 0-3.  



Next Meeting  

The next HSA meeting will 
be held on Wednesday, 
January 13th at 6:30 PM 
in the all  purpose room.  
Refreshments and babysit-
ting will be available. 

 

January Family Dinner  

Our next family dinner will 
be on Saturday, January 
23rd in St. Mary’s church 
hall at 5:30.  This will be  
an all you can eat Pasta & 

Meatball dinner with salad, 
dessert, coffee, tea, wine 
& soda.  Please join us for 
a great night of family fun.  
Information will be sent 
home shortly.  For ques-

tions or to make a reser-
vation please contact 
Donna Carloni @736-
6345. 

 

Box Tops Contest  
The current Box Tops con-

test will end on Friday, 
January 15th.  Please send 
in your box tops to: Arleen 
Biga c/o Kaysa Biga Grade 
8.   

 

Campbell & Tyson  

Labels  

Please do not forget about 
you Campbell’s & Tyson 
Chicken Labels.  Camp-

bell’s labels should be sent 
to Chris Clark and Tyson 
labels to Amy Cobaugh. 

 

Duck Race Update  

Our 2nd Annual Duck Race 
is schedule for Saturday, 
June 19th along with 
Derby Day.  Our first Duck 

Race Meeting will be inte-
grated with the Home 
School Meeting on January 

13th at 6:30 pm.  We will 
be organizing our teams 
and deadlines to make this 
duck race even better! 
Please join us this 
Wednesday.    

 

Christmas Shopping 
Spree Update  

The Christmas Shopping 
Spree was held on Decem-
ber 8th and it was a great 

success.  Thanks to all of 

our volunteers who helped 
children shop & wrap and 
to all of the 8th Graders 
who helped as well.  We 
could not have done it 
without your help. 

 

 Register Your Cards 
Today!  

Please remember to regis-
ter your Stop & Shop, Big 
Y & Adams cards to help 

raise money for our 

school.  This is one of the 
easiest fundraisers.  You 
can register your card 
online or contact Gloriann 
Albini (203) 732-3464 for 

more information. 
 

Recycling Program  

The E- Script recycling 

program is still active.  
The drop-off box is located 
in the front foyer of the 

school.  We are collecting 
used cell phones, I-pods, 
used printer cartridges and 
laptops.  The school will be 
paid for each item sent in.  
There is a list attached to 

the collection box of the 
products that will be ac-
cepted. 

 

School Website  
The new school website is 

coming along nicely 

thanks to Art Gerckens 
and all of his hard work. 
Please understand that 
this is a work in progress 
and check back on the 
website frequently. Visit  

our school website at:  
 www.stmarysderbyct.org 

 

Bingo Update  

We are still in the process 
of trying to setup our 
Bingo Schedule.  Volun-

teers will be needed to 
help this become a suc-
cess.  Bingo can eliminate 
a lot of the little fundrais-
ers we do and all the 

money raised will support 
St. Mary-St. Michael 
School.  Information on 
volunteering will be sent 

home, please take the 
time to review the infor-
mation and help support 

your children’s school.  
Patsy Gerckens is our 
Chairperson and Chris 
Clark our Co-Chair for this 
event.   

 

Catholic Schools Month  

Just a reminder that Janu-
ary is Catholic Schools 
Month.  We look forward 
to another successful year 
at St. Mary-St. Michael 

School, extending our ap-

preciation to its dedicated 
Administrators, Teachers & 
Support Staff.  Our sincere 
thanks to Father Janusz & 
Father Roman and the pa-
rishioners of St. Mary and 
St. Michael Parishes for 

their continued prayers 
and support.  We wish you 
all a very happy and 
healthy New Year.   

 

 

 

This section will be featured in future newsletters. Any-

one who wishes to sell an item, make an announce-

ment, or mention your business in our school newslet-

ter can send in their ad by the 15 th  of every month. 

Please submit to Melissa Fico, grade 8.   

CLASSIFIED ADS  

Home ðSchool News Update by Amy Cobaugh 
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The Newsletter Committee will be holding a contest to see who can come up with the best name for our Monthly Newslet-
ter.   There will be a box with a sign for you to submit your entries.  Please donôt forget to put your name on your entry!!  

School Calendars For Sale  
Our students have worked hard to 
design a very special calendar, which 
is sure to delight and amaze you.   
The calendars are $8 .  If you would 
like to purchase one, please send 
your payment to: Alexis Pudimat, 
Gr 3.  Checks can be made payable 
to St. Mary-St. Michael School HSA. 


