
  Thursday, February 4 th  will be ñHave a Heart for Haiti Dayò and 

students and faculty will have a special Change of Pace. The cost will 
be a dollar (or more if you like) and proceeds will go to help Haiti.  
Those participating are encouraged to wear red. The special Friends 

luncheon will be held on Friday, February 5 th .  Students can have lunch 
with a special friend or family member. February vacation in February 

is from the 15 th -  19 th . 

From the Office of the Principal  
Information Gathered by Joshua Henry 
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February Dates to 

Remember  

2 Groundhog Day 

3  
1PM Dismissal 
Book Fair 

4 
Haitian Relief  
Change of Pace $1 

Book Fair 

5 

First Friday Mass 

9:30 a,  
Special Friends Lunch 
Book Fair 

10 
First Penance  

St. Maryõs Church  
6:30 PM 

12 

Lincolnõs Birthday 

Valentineõs Day Parties 

Ice Cream Sale  

Change of Pace 

14  Valentineõs Day 

15-

21 
Winter Break 

NO SCHOOL 

17 Ash Wednesday 

20 
Family Dinner 

St. Maryõs Church 

22 Washingtonõs Birthday 

26 
Ice Cream Sale  

Change of Pace 

Teacher & Faculty Spotlight 

Donna Doherty, Principal 

May Christõs Light Shine in Your Hearts 

òThe purpose of life is to 

live it, to taste experience 

to the utmost, to reach 

out eagerly and without 

fear for newer and richer 

experience.ó  

ðEleanor Roosevelt. 

 

Quote found Kaysa Biga 

Mrs. Ryder  - 1st Grade Teacher 

Favorite Color: 

blue   

Favorite Foods: 

steak  

Her Family: my 

husband and I live in 

Milford. We have two 

grown daughters and 

four grandchildren ranging in age 

from thirteen years to five months. I 

love to spend time with my grandchil-

dren!    

Pets: doesnôt have any  

Mrs. Glenn  - 3rd Grade Teacher 

Favorite Color: 

lavender and pink.  

Favorite Food: 

roast beef and gravy 

and mashed potatoes.  

Family:  Mrs. 

Glenn and her hus-

band, Ed, have 2 chil-

dren: Derek and Kate.  

Favorite TV Shows: Keeping Up Ap-

pearances, Monk, and NCIS. How long 

she has been teaching: 27 years.  

Pets: Hyacinth, a cat.  

Do you know Spanish? She knows Span-

ish vocabulary.  Knight of Columbus Spelling Bee  

Winners 

14 Seymour Avenue  

Derby, CT 06418  

Phone: (203) 735 -6471  

Fax: (203) 732 -9009  

www.stmarysderbyct.org  

Congratulations to all who participated in the Knights of Columbus school wide Spelling Bee!  The 

winners are listed below.  Megan, Madison, and Steven will represent our school at the Regionals 

in February.  

 2nd Place 3rd Place 1st Place 

4th Grade Jessica Gallagher Tyler Hughes Megan Tallberg 

5th Grade Daniel Janucik Kristina Fiallos Madison Clark 

6th Grade Ricky Bartone Nicole Sacilowski Steven Genna 



     February will be a busy month. The kindergarteners will give 

up their rest time and start independent learning activities.  They 

will celebrate the 100th day of school by doing math activities and 

making a 100th day snack containing 100 pieces. They will also 

start the òSuperkids Clubó units in Reading to continue develop-

ing reading and writing skills. 

Whatõs Happening in Kindergarten?     Teacher: Mrs. Kelly 

 In the month of February, the second grade will be practic-

ing for first reconciliation and memorizing the act of contrition. 

They finished unit 3 in reading.  They are moving on to the 

second reader.  In Science, they finished learning about the 

digestion process and the food chain guide. Now they are mov-

ing on to keeping healthy exercise. In Social Studies, they are 

learning about wants, needs, and consumers, paying for needs, 

goods, services, and taxes. They are currently reading Charlie 

and the Chocolate Factory. After they are done reading it, they 

will do òWilly Wonka Weekó containing activities that coordi-

nate with the book, and they will watch the movie. In math, 

they are beginning to subtract two digit numbers. They also 

began to write in cursive.      

Whatõs Happening in 2nd Grade?    Teacher: Mrs. Warren 

Whatõs Happening in 1st Grade?      Teacher: Mrs. Ryder 

 In February, First graders will be learning about the lives of 

famous people. Each student will read a simple biography and 

report to the class. Mrs. Ryder will read the Value of Respect by 

Ann Johnson, which describes the childhood and accomplish-

ments of Abraham Lincoln. 

 The students are learning fact families, numbers to 100, and 

pattern counting, as well as, contractions, antonyms, and verb 

tenses.  In religion, they are learning that God created each of us 

to know, love, and serve Him.  Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton and 

Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha showed us how we can serve God.

 The children are excited about our Special Friends Luncheon 

and our upcoming Valentineõs Day Party! 
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In third grade theyõre reading aloud the Swiss Family 

Robinson by Johann Wyss. They continue to practice 

the multiplication and division facts. They are going 

to be learning to multiply 2 digits times one digit. 

Whatõs Happening in 3rd Grade?  

Teacher: Mrs. Glenn 

Fifth grade will be busy this month working on an essay for a 

national contest. Most of the writing will be done in class. They 

will also be starting their Family Life program in religion. They 

are also looking forward to making some cool looking Valen-

tines. Their favorite part of February will be vacation.  

Whatõs Happening in 5th Grade? Teacher: Mrs. Anton 

Whatõs Happening in 4th Grade?  
Teacher: Mrs. Loman 

Itõs unbelievable that the third quarter is 

already here! As always, the fourth graders are 

busy with various activities. In religion, theyõre 

studying the Great Commandment and how they 

can apply it to their daily lives. They are learning 

to multiply great products and will soon be doing 

long division in math. Their social studies classes 

have included a study of the northeastern states, 

especially Connecticut. They will also be learn-

ing about two presidents- Lincoln and Washing-

ton. This month, the fourth graders finished their 

biographies of famous people and enjoyed pre-

senting their puppets to each other.  In addition, 

they also had fun participating in various Catho-

lic Schoolõs Month activities, especially Student 

Appreciation Day, where they watched a movie 

and were treated snacks from Mrs. Loman. 

Lastly, the fourth graders are happy to welcome 

Ledia to their class.  

The sixth and seventh graders have started Junior Achievement with Mr. 

Tim Dillon, a local attorney. This will be a six week program, culminating 

with a trip to the Derby Courthouse. They did a great job collecting coins for 

òPennies for Patients.ó  They are also looking forward to special friends 

lunch! 

Whatõs Happening in 6th  & 7th Grade?  
 Teacher: Mrs. DeCrisanti 

All eighth graders have been accepted to all the high schools to which they 

have applied.  In addition to the ones mentioned in the last newsletter, Rachel 

Korolyshun, Victoria Burel, and Courtney Clark have been accepted to Sacred 

Heart Academy. Shelby Lanese, Keenan Pilon, Emily Parratt, and Courtney 

Sherman had good news from Holy Cross in Waterbury.  Joshua Henry and 

Darcy Anton have been accepted at St. Josephõs High School in Trumbull.  

Stephanie Sweeney and Darcy Anton received good news from Emmet OõBrien.  

All are thrilled and will be making their choices soon.  

Eighth graders are learning all about soils and their formation and will be 

doing a lab on permeability of different types of soils.  In history, they will be 

learning about the Progressive Era under Theodore Roosevelt and the reforms 

that were instituted.  China and its Neighbors are the subject of their Geography 

lessons, and they will be reading many short stories and two plays (Diary of Anne 

Frank and High Noon), as well as compare the plays to the movies.  They are 

already looking forward to February vacation!  In the meantime, the Special 

Friendõs lunch, making Valentineõs Day cards for the nursing homes, and writ-

ing this newsletter will be sources of amusement while they continue their sub-

jects.  Happy Valentineõs Day to all from the Eighth Grade! 

Whatõs Happening in 8th Grade?                Teacher: Mrs. Jurkowski 
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Saints-in -the-Hallways  
By Tori Kowarik and Jaclyn Wainwright  

What is your favorite part of 

winter?  

Sports Update 

 As of January 

29th, the Varsity 

boys are 4-4, Varsity 

Girls are  5-2, Jun-

ior Varsity Girls are 

2- 5, and unfortu-

nately Junior Var-

sity Boys have no 

wins as of yet but 

are still hopeful. 

 òGoing out in 

the snow.ó  

 

Owen Clark 

1st Grade 

ñSledding with 
friends and 
snow daysò 

 
Jordyn Miller  

7th Grade  

ñ Playing in 
the snow.ò  

 

Emilia Wypasek 
Kindergarten  

ñWinter  

Footballò 
 

Steven Genna  

6th Grade  

Campbell Soup UPC labels and box 

tops are still being collected. These 

help us to obtain various supplies for 

our school. Please send Box Tops to 

Arleen Biga c/o Kaysa Biga Grade 8. 

Campbellõs Soup UPC Labels are 

being sent to Christine Clark c/o 

Courtney Clark Grade 8. Thank you. 

Campbellõs & Box Tops  

 The next meeting 

will be on Tuesday, 

February 2, 2010.  An 

update will appear in 

the March newsletter.  

Student Council  

Update  

 òThe Pennies for Patientsó collection to 

support the Leukemia and Lymphoma Soci-

ety has been a big success! So far, we raised 

$377.16 the first week and we are waiting to 

hear the amounts for the last two weeks. 

 Canned food was also collected this 

month and it will be given to St. Vincent de 

Paul.  In February, we will have a special 

Change of Pace (Dress down day) to benefit 

Haiti.  To dress down students and faculty 

will pay $1 (or more, if they like). 

 Buddy Class Day is a day where the 

older kids pair up with a younger class and 

do a project together.  However, it will be 

rescheduled due the half day we had be-

cause of the snow. 

 During Student Swap Day, eighth grade 

students got a taste of what it is like to be a 

teacher on January 29th as they each taught 

two lessons to their peers. Some loved it and 

others realized that cooperation from stu-

dents is very important to a lesson. 

 Teachers also had a Swap Day where 

they were able to teach a different class a 

lesson.  It was fun to teach to a different age 

group, and the classes seemed to enjoy it 

too. 

 On Student Appreciation Day, students 

had a homework free day and free Change 

of Pace Day.  Many of the their teachers 

gave them a little treat or gift and some 

classes were treated with a movie in the af-

ternoon.   

Catholic Schools Month Activities  

      The teachers would like to express their 

sincere thanks to all who helped make 

Teacher Appreciation Day wonderful.  We 

had lunch and enough goodies to last all 

week, as well as gifts from some of the stu-

dents. We greatly appreciated all that was 

done.  It was a great day. Thanks so much. 

Thank You, Thank you, Thank you!  

      Itõs official, our 2nd Annual Housy River Duck Race is sched-

ule for Saturday, June 26, 2010 on Derby Day.  We will begin our 

day with the Derby Dash on the Greenway.  We will then have  

Duck Decorating Contest which will be followed by a Corporate 

Sponsor Duck Race and then as the grand finale will be our Housy 

River Duck Race.  More information will follow, but please stay 

tuned on our website at www.smsmduckrace.org.  

Get ready for our 2nd Annual Housy River Duck Race! 


