
The band and chorus will be having a concert on December 6 at St. Maryôs  

Church at 1:30 P.M.  Also on December 6 th, there will be a mass at St. Maryôs 

Church, and 4 th  graders will be getting bibles which are being donated by the La-

dies Guild. There is a shopping spree on December 8 th . Christmas vacation starts 

on December 23rd and ends on January 4 th . We had a Christmas fair on November 

21 st . Thank you to the vendors and everyone who came to have a good time and 

thanks to all who volunteered. The staff of St. Mary -St. Michael School hopes that 

all had a wonderful Thanksgiving and wish all of you a very Happy, Holy Christmas 

Season and New Year.  

From the Office of the Principal  
By Joshua Henry 
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December Dates 

to Remember  

2 1pm Dismissal 

4 
First Friday Mass  

St Mary Church 9:30am 

5 
Family Dinner at St. Mary 

Church after 4pm Mass 

6 
Christmas Concert at St. 

Maryõs Church 1:30pm  

7 
Pearl Harbor Day  

Dove Chocolate Sale Ends 

8 
Immaculate Conception 
Mass at 12pm  

Shopping Spree 9:30 am 

9 6,7,8 grade trip to NYC 

11  
8th Gr. Pierogi Sale Ends 

Change of Pace 

14 
Valley Toys for Tots 

Deadline 

16 Pizza Sale  

18 
Progress Reports 

Change of Pace 

21 
Christmas Pageant at St. 

Maryõs Church  11am 

23 
1pm Dismissal 

School Vacation Begins 

We return Jan 4, 2010 

24 Christmas Eve  

25 Christmas Day  

31 New Yearõs Eve 

Mrs. Kelly  - Kindergarten Teacher 

Favorite Color: blue  

Favorite Food:  Italian food  

Favorite Christmas present ever:  A Christmas ornament my 

 daughter made in kindergarten with her school  picture in it.  

Do you know Spanish?  Basic Spanish -  Just donôt ask me how to 

 say orange!!!  

My Family: I have been married for 21 years and have  three  

 children, Erica, Brennan and Lauren who all attended our school.  

Pets: Lola, the kitten and Oliver the hound mix.  

 

Mrs. Kelly started teaching at St. Mary -St. Michael School as a Pre -K teacher and 

Mrs. Jurkowski was her aide. She graduated to kindergarten after two years and 

has been there now for eight plus years . 

Teacher & Faculty Spotlight 
By Shelby Lanese  

Valley Toys for Tots  
By Courtney Clark 

May Christõs Light Shine in Your Hearts 

Toys for Tots  are being collected at our school. Please help us to support 

this cause and help others enjoy this holiday season. Our schoolôs goal is to collect 

300 toys. The following are the types of toys that we are looking for: board games, 

hand -held electronic games, purses, watches, model cars, stuffed animals, sports 

toys, craft kits, and jewelry. Also, gift cards ($5 minimum) are being accepted for 

local stores such as Walmart.  This is a great cause to support. Please help us to 

achieve our goal and make a child smile! The deadline is December 14 th  

òI know it seems hard 

sometimes but remember 

one thing. Through every 

dark night, thereõs a bright 

day after that. So no 

matter how hard it get, 

stick your chest out, keep 

your head upé.ó 

-Tupac Amaru Shakur  



November has come 
and gone, and everything is 
new and exciting in Decem-
ber for the Kindergarteners. 
They will be meeting the 
rest of the ñSuperkidsò in 
their reading series. They 

will also be ex-
t remely busy 
learning about the 
five senses, Ad-
vent, Jesusô birth-
day, and meas-
urement! Every-
one is so excited 
to be learning so 
many new things 
and growing to-

gether .  

In the Second grade class, 
they are learning about many 
different things.  In science, 
they are learning about the 
brain and nerves, heart, lungs, 
and the arteries. In religion, 
they are learning about Recon-
ciliation and in math they are 
learning about algebra, place 
value and numbers to 100. In 
Reading, they just read ñA Tur-
key for Thanksgivingò.  They 
will begin cursive after Thanks-
giving. They just finished read-
ing Charlotteôs Web and they 
are now watching the movie 
and then they are going to be-
gin The Miraculous Journey of 

Edward Tulane . 

Whatõs Happening in 

Kindergarten? 

Teacher: Mrs. Kelly 

Whatõs Happening in 2nd 

Grade? 

Teacher: Mrs. Warren 

Whatõs Happening in 

1st Grade?  

Teacher: Mrs. Ryder 

For the month of 
December, in the First 
Grade class, everybody 
will be busy practicing 
their songs and parts 
for the Christmas Pag-
eant.  They will also be 
learning about fractions 
and geometric solids. 
They will be saying very 
special prayers for Ad-
vent and also learning 
about the birth of Je-
sus. Itôs definitely safe 
to say that everything 
in the First Grade class-
room is booming with 
excitement and knowl-
edge!  
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 Mrs. Antonôs fifth grade class is busy this 
month! Last month, they read Tuck Everlast-
ing  and now are going to watch the movie. In 
math, they will be dividing and multiplying 
decimals. In addition to all of this, they will be 
making snowflakes and decorating their room 
for Christmas!  

 Third graders are learning to add more 
to more than 100 and itôs challenging 
some.  They enjoyed reading Treasure 
Island  by Robert Louis Stevenson and 
The Witches  by Roald Dahl who also 
wrote Charlie and the Chocolate Factory.  
They also enjoy learning new words and 
using a dictionary to look up their mean-

ings. This class says they like Math much 
better than Spelling.  

Whatõs Happening in 3rd Grade? 
Teacher: Mrs. Glenn 

Whatõs Happening in 5th Grade? 
Teacher: Mrs. Anton 

Whatõs Happening in 4th Grade?  
Teacher: Mrs. Loman 

November has been busy in fourth grade! The students finished their 
saintsô reports in religion and they will be learning about Advent in prepa-
ration for Christmas. All of the students are looking forward to decorating 
their classrooms for Christmas, also. Academically, they will be learning 
more about multiplication and division. Like the fifth grade, the fourth 
grade loves to play travel math to memorize their times tables; they also 
enjoy their social studies review game and spelling bees. The fourth grade 
is like a family and they find studying new things to be just great!  

Our combined class of the school has 
been very busy with projects, reports, and 
everyday schoolwork. They are also getting 
ready for Thanksgiving. Itôs been a little chal-
lenging to teach two different grade levels two 
different kinds of work, so Mrs. DeCrisanti at 
the advice of the Archdiocese decided to teach 
the whole class one curriculum.  

 The sixth and seventh graders have 
been working on state reports, or ñthe original 
13 colonies plus Maine.ò Each student is re-
sponsible for 5 parts of the state. They drew 
the different states out of a hat, and they had 
to research five important things from each 
state.  

  Also, in December, the class will be pre-
senting their health reports, which involve 

ethnic foods. Each student had to pick a food, 
and present the recipe, nutritional values, and 
bring it in to share. They are also looking for-
ward to working with the 1st and 8 th  grades 
for the Christmas pageant.  

For the box top contest, the 6 th  grade 
class brought in over 500 box tops!!! I think 
itôll be hard to beat that!  

Whatõs Happening in 6th & 7th Grade?  
Teacher: Mrs. DeCrisanti 

Whatõs Happening in 8th Grade? 
Teacher: Mrs. Jurkowski 

Our class has been busy working on this newsletter each month as well 
as doing Literature essays, Science lab reports and working hard to get 
good grades.  The report cards were excellent for the first semester and 
Mrs. Jurkowski says she hopes that we will continue to work as hard for the 
rest of the year. We will! On December 9 th , the 6 th , 7 th , and 8 th  graders, 
along with twenty chaperones will go to NYC to see the Christmas Spec-
tacular at Radio City Music Hall and Madame Tussardôs Wax Museum.  We 
are all very excited!  

On the Wednesday before Thanksgiving, the class went down to church 
to help put new books in the pews since Advent starts on Sunday. While 
there, we formed a prayer circle at the foot of the 
altar and shared what we are thankful for.  Father 
Janusz joined us and during the time with him, he 
shared his reason for becoming a priest.  His 
mother told him that he wasnôt supposed to sur-
vive the birth and knowing this, he was inspired to 
give his life to Jesus in thanks. We really loved 
having Father with us!  

We will also be practicing with the 6 th , 7 th , 
and 1 st  graders for the Christmas Pageant on De-
cember 21 st  at St. Maryôs Church.  The public is 
invited to attend this Christmas event.  

We are anxiously awaiting our acceptances to 
high school in January. We are confident that we will all get into our desired 
schools since there is a very high acceptance rate for all of our students and 
we have worked hard. And of course, we are all waiting for Christmas!!!  



 

On November 25, 2009, a Thanksgiving program was 

held, performed by the kindergarten, third grade, and 

fourth grade students. The kindergarteners all said 

adorable Thanksgiving poems, while third and fourth 

graders held up cards that spelled out Thanksgiving 

while saying things that they were thankful for. It was 

a wonderful program and at the end all joined them in 

singing America the Beautiful.  

 On November 9th, 2009 the Windy City 

Players from Chicago put on a 45 minute 

play, The Emperorôs New Clothes in our All 

Purpose Room. Lexie Brinkmann, Zoe Don-

nauro, Sean Foster, and Claudia Hollo par-

ticipated in this play. The play brought many 

laughs from the students. Most people 

thought the emperor was a very interesting 

character. After the play, the students were 

able to ask the performers about what they 

do. It was a great opportunity for the stu-

dents to learn about this company and the 

types of plays they perform.  

Thanksgiving Program 
By Christian Bauer  

Windy City Players 
By Courtney Clark  
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Saints-in -the-Hallways  
By Tori Kowarik and Jaclyn Wainwright  

Campbellõs Labels & Box Tops 
By Courtney Clark  

Campbell Soup UPC labels and 

box tops are being collected. 

Sending in these items helps to 

support our school. Please send 

Box Tops to Arleen Biga c/o 

Kaysa Biga Grade 8. Campbellôs 

Soup UPC Labels are being sent 

to Christine Clark c/o Courtney 

Clark Grade 8. Thank you.  

The Sports Club sponsored a trip 
to Arena at Harbor Yard in 
Bridgeport to see the Sound Ti-
gers Hockey team play.  Their 
mascot, Storm came to visit and 

the students enjoyed seeing him, 
trying to get him to talk and get-
ting his autograph.  Thanks to all 
who participated in this event.  

What is your favorite thing 

about Thanksgiving?  

�³�V�S�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���W�L�P�H��
�Z�L�W�K���P�\���I�D�P�L�O�\�´ 

Samantha Muncy  
2nd Grade  

�³�6�K�R�R�W�L�Q�J���D��
�W�X�U�N�H�\�´ 

Andrew Koval  
3rd Grade  

�³�7�K�D�Q�N�L�Q�J���*�R�G��
for everything 
�W�K�D�W���Z�H���K�D�Y�H�´ 

 
Izabela 

Wasilewska  

Kindergarten  

�³�$�O�O���I�D�P�L�O�\���P�H�P��
bers and everyone 
getting together in 
one house to have 
a feast and going 
�W�R���0�D�V�V�D�F�K�X�V�H�W�W�V�´�� 

Josh Proctor  

4th Grade  

 A few weeks ago, the sixth, seventh and eighth graders had Jodie 

Mozdzer from the Valley Independent Sentinel come to share her exper-

tise.   Jodie told the students all about how only two people run the en-

tire internet newspaper, getting information from various places such as 

town meetings. special events, police and other sources to write it in the  

internet paper.   She also told the students that journalism can be used 

for many other things other than writing for a newspaper, magazine or 

writing independently.   It would allow you to get public relations jobs 

and many others that involve knowing how to write and gather mate-

rial.   It opened some eyes for those who enjoy writing. She also brought 

in her laptop so all could view the internet paper.   Her visit was enjoyed by all and we thank her for 

coming.   Thanks also to Mrs. Torres for arranging the visit!  

Special Visitor: Valley Independent Sentinel  

Sports Program Fundraiser 
By Kaysa Biga 


